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House of Palatine-Neuberg had died, and, in return,
the King of Prussia had formerly recognised the Prag-
matic Sanction in the Treaty of Wusterhausen. Later,
when Charles was unable to keep his promise, Frederick
William had accepted the inevitable, but he disliked
Charles more heartily than ever.
Francis's stay in Berlin would have tested the savoir
faire of a much older diplomat, for Frederick William
was ill and extremely irritable. Even his " giant
guards " no longer comforted him. Two years before,
his son Frederick had tried to escape from his father's
harsh regime by fleeing to England. He had been -
caught and imprisoned for months in the fortress of
Kiistrin, and Katte, the friend who had joined him on
his flight, had been executed before his eyes. Now,
though Frederick continued to hate his father, he was
outwardly resigned, and Frederick William, exhausted
by his own anger with his son, was a difficult host.
Francis had been instructed to be particularly friendly
towards Crown Prince Frederick, as the King's ill-
health made it seem possible that Frederick would
soon succeed him. The two young men had nothing in
common, and even exuberant Francis found it difficult to
be friendly with the morose Crown Prince. Frederick
was in one of his coldest and most unapproachable
moods. He was soon to be married to a particularly
unattractive young W9man, when the most charming
girl in the world would not have attracted him. He,
too, was weary of the lifelong conflict with his father, and
he was bowing to the inevitable, though he knew " that
no good would come of this marriage." But his resig-
nation had made him bitter beyond his years, he re-
mained " the target for the King's* bitter attacks and
the scapegoat for his temper/'

